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Reading: Foundational Skills  
 Identifies the distinguishing features of a sentence (capitalization, end punctuation) 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Unable to capitalize dates, names, 
and the beginning of sentences.  
Unable to use periods to end 
sentences. 

Capitalizes one of the following: 
dates, names, or beginning of 
sentences.  Requires prompting and 
support to use end punctuation. 

Capitalizes two of the following: 
dates, names, or beginning of 
sentences.  Independently and 
consistently can end sentences with 
periods. 

Consistently applies capitalization of 
dates, names, and beginning of 
sentences.  Independently uses 
correct end punctuation. 

 
2 

Unable to capitalize dates, names, 
and the beginning of sentences.  
Unable to use periods to end 
sentences. 

Capitalizes one of the following: 
dates, names, or beginning of 
sentences.  Requires prompting and 
support to use end punctuation. 

Capitalizes two of the following: 
dates, names, or beginning of 
sentences.  Independently and 
consistently can end sentences with 
periods. 

Consistently applies capitalization of 
dates, names, and beginning of 
sentences.  Independently uses 
correct end punctuation. 

 
3 

Unable to capitalize dates, names, 
and the beginning of sentences.  
Unable to use periods to end 
sentences. 

Capitalizes two of the following: 
dates, names, or beginning of 
sentences.  Requires prompting and 
support to use end punctuation. 

Capitalizes all of the following: dates, 
names, or beginning of sentences.  
Independently and consistently can 
end sentences with periods. 

Consistently applies capitalization of 
dates, names, and beginning of 
sentences.  Independently uses 
correct end punctuation. 

Reading: Foundational Skills  
 Demonstrates the ability to segment words 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Unable to segment sentences into 
individual words or segment words 
into syllables.  Demonstrates little to 
no phonological awareness.  

Requires prompting and support to 
segment sentences into individual 
words or segment words into 
syllables.  Demonstrates limited 
phonological awareness. 

Independently can segment 
sentences into individual words or 
segment words into syllables.  
Demonstrates adequate 
phonological awareness. 

Independently and consistently can 
segment sentences into individual 
words or segment words into 
syllables.  Demonstrates a high 
degree of phonological awareness. 

 
2 

Unable to segment sentences into 
individual words or segment words 
into syllables.  Demonstrates little to 
no phonological awareness.  

Requires prompting and support to 
segment sentences into individual 
words or segment words into 
syllables.  Demonstrates limited 
phonological awareness. 

Independently can segment 
sentences into individual words or 
segment words into syllables.  
Demonstrates adequate 
phonological awareness. 

Independently and consistently can 
segment sentences into individual 
words or segment words into 
syllables.  Demonstrates a high 
degree of phonological awareness. 

 
3 

Unable to segment sentences into 
individual words or segment words 
into syllables.  Demonstrates little to 
no phonological awareness.  

Requires prompting and support to 
segment sentences into individual 
words or segment words into 
syllables.  Demonstrates limited 
phonological awareness. 

Independently can segment 
sentences into individual words or 
segment words into syllables.  
Demonstrates adequate 
phonological awareness. 

Independently and consistently can 
segment sentences into individual 
words or segment words into 
syllables.  Demonstrates a high 
degree of phonological awareness. 
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Reading: Foundational Skills  
 Demonstrates the ability to blend sounds to form words 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Unable to blend sounds and identify 
words that are stretched into their 
component sounds.  

Requires prompting and support to 
blend sounds and identify words that 
are stretched into their component 
sounds. 

Independently can blend sounds and 
identify words that are stretched into 
their component sounds. 

Independently and consistently can 
blend sounds and identify words that 
are stretched into their component 
sounds.  Demonstrates a high degree 
of phonological awareness and reads 
words fluently. 

 
2 

Unable to blend sounds and identify 
words that are stretched into their 
component sounds.  

Requires prompting and support to 
blend sounds and identify words that 
are stretched into their component 
sounds. 

Independently can blend sounds and 
identify words that are stretched into 
their component sounds. 

Independently and consistently can 
blend sounds and identify words that 
are stretched into their component 
sounds.  Demonstrates a high degree 
of phonological awareness and reads 
words fluently. 

 
3 

Unable to blend sounds and identify 
words that are stretched into their 
component sounds.  

Requires prompting and support to 
blend sounds and identify words that 
are stretched into their component 
sounds. 

Independently can blend sounds and 
identify words that are stretched into 
their component sounds. 

Independently and consistently can 
blend sounds and identify words that 
are stretched into their component 
sounds.  Demonstrates a high degree 
of phonological awareness and reads 
words fluently. 

Reading: Foundational Skills  
 Distinguishes long from short vowel sounds in spoken words 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Unable to distinguish long from short 
vowel sounds in spoken words. 

Requires prompting and support to 
distinguish long from short vowel 
sounds in spoken words. 

Independently can distinguish long 
from short vowel sounds in spoken 
words. 

Independently and consistently can 
distinguish long from short vowel 
sounds in spoken words.  Can 
transfer this understanding to 
written text. 

 
2 

Unable to distinguish long from short 
vowel sounds in spoken words. 

Requires prompting and support to 
distinguish long from short vowel 
sounds in spoken words. 

Independently can distinguish long 
from short vowel sounds in spoken 
words. 

Independently and consistently can 
distinguish long from short vowel 
sounds in spoken words.  Can 
transfer this understanding to 
written text. 

 
3 

Unable to distinguish long from short 
vowel sounds in spoken words. 

Requires prompting and support to 
distinguish long from short vowel 
sounds in spoken words. 

Independently can distinguish long 
from short vowel sounds in spoken 
words. 

Independently and consistently can 
distinguish long from short vowel 
sounds in spoken words.  Can 
transfer this understanding to 
written text. 
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Reading: Foundational Skills 
 Identifies the spelling/sound correspondence for common consonant digraphs (sh, th, ch, wh, ck) 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Unable to identify the spelling/sound 
correspondence for most common 
consonant digraphs. 

Requires prompting and support to 
identify the spelling/sound 
correspondence for most common 
consonant digraphs. 

Independently can identify the 
spelling/sound correspondence for 
most common consonant digraphs. 

Independently and consistently can 
identify the spelling/sound 
correspondence for most common 
consonant digraphs.   

 

 
2 

Unable to identify the spelling/sound 
correspondence for most common 
consonant digraphs. 

Requires prompting and support to 
identify the spelling/sound 
correspondence for most common 
consonant digraphs. 

Independently can identify the 
spelling/sound correspondence for 
most common consonant digraphs. 

Independently and consistently can 
identify the spelling/sound 
correspondence for most common 
consonant digraphs.  Extends this 
understanding to trigraphs and other 
letter combinations. 

 
3 

Unable to identify the spelling/sound 
correspondence for most common 
consonant digraphs. 

Requires prompting and support to 
identify the spelling/sound 
correspondence for most common 
consonant digraphs. 

Independently can identify the 
spelling/sound correspondence for 
most common consonant digraphs. 

Independently and consistently can 
identify the spelling/sound 
correspondence for most common 
consonant digraphs.  Extends this 
understanding to trigraphs and other 
letter combinations. 

Reading: Foundational Skills 
 Decodes regularly spelled one syllable and two syllable words 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Unable to identify unknown words in 
text and apply decoding strategies. 

Requires prompting and support to 
identify unknown words in a text and 
apply decoding strategies. 

Independently can identify unknown 
words in a text and apply decoding 
strategies with minimal support. 

Independently and consistently 
identifies unknown words and 
applies decoding strategies in above 
grade-level text. 

 
2 

Unable to identify unknown words in 
text and apply decoding strategies. 

Requires prompting and support to 
identify unknown words in a text and 
apply decoding strategies, or can 
only apply to below-level texts. 

Independently can identify unknown 
words in grade level text and apply 
decoding strategies with minimal 
support. 

Independently and consistently 
identifies unknown words and 
applies decoding strategies in above 
grade-level text. 

 
3 

Unable to identify unknown words in 
text and apply decoding strategies. 

Requires prompting and support to 
identify unknown words in a text and 
apply decoding strategies, or can 
only apply to below-level texts. 

Independently can identify unknown 
words in grade level text and apply 
decoding strategies with minimal 
support. 

Independently and consistently 
identifies unknown words and 
applies decoding strategies in above 
grade-level text. 
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Reading: Foundational Skills 
 Identifies and applies the final e and common vowel teams (ee, ea, ai, ay) for representing long vowel sounds. 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

    

 
2 

Unable to identify and apply the final 
e and common vowel teams for 
representing long vowel sounds. 

Requires prompting and support to 
identify and apply the final e and 
common vowel teams for 
representing long vowel sounds. 

Independently can identify and apply 
the final e and most common vowel 
teams for representing long vowel 
sounds. 

Independently and consistently can 
identify and apply the final e and 
common vowel teams for 
representing long vowel sounds.   

 
 

 
3 

Unable to identify and apply the final 
e and common vowel teams for 
representing long vowel sounds. 

Requires prompting and support to 
identify and apply the final e and 
common vowel teams for 
representing long vowel sounds. 

Independently can identify and apply 
the final e and most common vowel 
teams for representing long vowel 
sounds. 

Independently and consistently can 
identify and apply the final e and 
common vowel teams for 
representing long vowel sounds.   

 
 

Reading: Foundational Skills 
 Determines the number of syllables in a printed word 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Unable to determine the number of 
syllables in a printed word. 

Requires prompting and support to 
determine the number of syllables in 
a printed word. 

Independently can determine the 
number of syllables in an 
appropriately leveled word. 

Independently and consistently can 
determine the number of syllables in 
an above grade level word. 

 
2 

Unable to determine the number of 
syllables in a printed word. 

Requires prompting and support to 
determine the number of syllables in 
a printed word. 

Independently can determine the 
number of syllables in an 
appropriately leveled word. 

Independently and consistently can 
determine the number of syllables in 
a grade level word. 

 
3 

Unable to determine the number of 
syllables in a printed word. 

Requires prompting and support to 
determine the number of syllables in 
a printed word. 

Independently can determine the 
number of syllables in a grade level 
word. 

Independently and consistently can 
determine the number of syllables in 
an above grade level word. 
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Reading: Foundational Skills 
 Reads words with inflectional endings (s, es, ed, ing) 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

    

 
2 

Unable to read words with 
inflectional endings (s, es, ed, ing). 

Requires prompting and support to 
read words with inflectional endings 
(s, es, ed, ing). 

Independently reads words with 
inflectional endings (s, es, ed, ing) in 
isolation or in context. 

Independently and consistently reads 
words with inflectional endings (s, es, 
ed, ing) in both isolation and in 
context. 

 
3 

Unable to read words with 
inflectional endings (s, es, ed, ing). 

Requires prompting and support to 
read words with inflectional endings 
(s, es, ed, ing). 

Independently reads words with 
inflectional endings (s, es, ed, ing) in 
isolation or in context. 

Independently and consistently reads 
words with inflectional endings (s, es, 
ed, ing) in both isolation and in 
context. 

Reading: Foundational Skills 
 Demonstrates ability to read grade-level appropriate irregularly spelled words 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Unable to apply reading strategies to 
read grade level appropriate 
irregularly spelled words. 

Requires prompting and support to 
read grade level appropriate 
irregularly spelled words. 

Independently can read grade level 
appropriate irregularly spelled 
words. 

Independently and consistently can 
read above grade level irregularly 
spelled words. 

 
2 

Unable to apply reading strategies to 
read grade level appropriate 
irregularly spelled words. 

Requires prompting and support to 
read grade level appropriate 
irregularly spelled words. 

Independently can read grade level 
appropriate irregularly spelled 
words. 

Independently and consistently can 
read above grade level irregularly 
spelled words. 

 
3 

Unable to apply reading strategies to 
read grade level appropriate 
irregularly spelled words. 

Requires prompting and support to 
read grade level appropriate 
irregularly spelled words. 

Independently can read grade level 
appropriate irregularly spelled 
words. 

Independently and consistently can 
read above grade level irregularly 
spelled words. 
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Reading: Foundational Skills 
 Reads with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Using grade level text (DRA 4), reads 
slowly and inaccurately with little or 
no expression. 

Requires prompting and support to 
read grade level text (DRA 6) 
accurately, smoothly, and with some 
expression. 

Independently reads grade level text 
(DRA 8) accurately, smoothly, and 
with appropriate expression. 

Independently reads above grade 
level text (above DRA 8) accurately, 
smoothly, and with appropriate 
expression. 

 
2 

Using grade level text (DRA 8), reads 
slowly and inaccurately with little or 
no expression. 

Requires prompting and support to 
read grade level text (DRA 10) 
accurately, smoothly, and with some 
expression. 

Independently reads grade level text 
(DRA 12) accurately, smoothly, and 
with appropriate expression. 

Independently reads above grade 
level text (above DRA 12) accurately, 
smoothly, and with appropriate 
expression. 

 
3 

Using grade level text (DRA 10), 
reads slowly and inaccurately with 
little or no expression. 

Requires prompting and support to 
read grade level text (DRA 12) 
accurately, smoothly, and with some 
expression. 

Independently reads grade level text 
(DRA 14/16) accurately, smoothly, 
and with appropriate expression. 

Independently reads above grade 
level text (above DRA 16) accurately, 
smoothly, and with appropriate 
expression. 

Reading: Literature 
 Asks and answers questions about key details in text 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Unable to answer questions about 
familiar texts. 

Requires prompting support and 
support to answer questions about 
familiar texts. 

Consistently answers questions 
about familiar texts read aloud. 

Asks and answers questions about 
familiar texts read aloud. 

 
2 

Rarely able to ask or answer 
questions about texts. 

Requires prompting and support to 
answer questions about 
appropriately leveled texts. 

Consistently answers questions 
about appropriately leveled texts. 

Independently and consistently asks 
and answers questions about 
appropriately leveled texts. 

 
3 

Rarely able to ask or answer 
questions about texts 

Requires prompting support and 
support to answer questions about 
appropriately leveled texts. 

Consistently answers questions 
about appropriately leveled texts. 

Independently and consistently asks 
and answers questions about above 
grade level texts. 
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Reading: Literature 
 Retells stories and explains the main idea 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Unable or rarely able to retell big 
events from a story. 

Requires prompting and support to 
retell big events from a story. 

Consistently is able to retell big 
events from a story. 

Consistently is able to retell big 
events from a story in sequence – 
beginning, middle, and end. 

 
2 

Unable or rarely able to retell big 
events from a story in sequence – 
beginning, middle, and end. 

Requires prompting and support to 
retell big events from a story in 
sequence – beginning, middle, and 
end. 

Consistently is able to retell big 
events from a story in sequence – 
beginning, middle, and end. 

Consistently retells events from a 
story using details including 
character, setting, problem, and 
solution. 

 
3 

Unable or rarely able to retell big 
events from a story in sequence – 
beginning, middle, and end. 

Requires prompting and support to 
retell big events from a story in 
sequence – beginning, middle, and 
end. 

Consistently retells events from a 
story using details including 
character, setting, problem, and 
solution. 

Independently and consistently 
retells events from a story using 
details including character, setting, 
problem, and solution. 

Reading: Literature 
 Describes characters, settings, and major events in a story 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Unable to identify characters, 
settings, or major events in a story. 

Requires prompting and support to 
identify characters, setting, and at 
least one major event. 

Consistently identifies characters, 
settings, and at least one major 
event. 

Using details, independently and 
consistently identifies characters, 
settings, and explains at least one 
major event with details. 

 
2 

Unable to identify characters, 
settings, and major events in a story 

Requires prompting and support to 
identify characters, setting, and 1-2 
major events. 

Consistently identifies characters, 
settings, and 1-2 major events in 
leveled texts. 

Using details, independently and 
consistently identifies characters, 
settings, problems, solutions, and 
who is telling the story. 

 

 
3 

Unable to identify characters, 
settings, and major events in a story 

Requires prompting and support to 
identify characters, settings, 
problems, and solutions in a story. 

Independently and consistently 
identifies characters, settings, 
problems, solutions, and who is 
telling the story in leveled texts. 

Using details, independently and 
consistently identifies characters, 
settings, problems, steps to solve the 
problems, solutions, and who is 
telling the story (with significant 
details). 
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Reading: Literature 
 Identifies who is telling the story 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

1     

 
2 

Unable to identify who is telling the 
story in a leveled text. 

Requires prompting and support to 
identify who is telling the story in a 
leveled text. 

Consistently can identify who is 
telling the story in a leveled text. 

Independently and consistently can 
identify who is telling the story in a 
leveled text. 

 
3 

Unable to identify who is telling the 
story in a leveled text. 

Requires prompting and support to 
identify who is telling the story in a 
leveled text. 

Independently can identify who is 
telling the story throughout various 
points in a leveled text. 

Independently and consistently can 
identify who is telling the story 
throughout various points in an 
above grade level text. 

Reading: Literature 
 Explains differences between fiction and non-fiction books. 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

1     

 
2 

Unable to identify fiction and non-
fiction text features. 

Can identify some fiction and non-
fiction text features, but has 
difficulty distinguishing between the 
two genres. 

Independently can identify most 
fiction and non-fiction text features. 

Independently and consistently can 
identify most fiction and non-fiction 
text features and begins to identify 
how they can be used. 

 
3 

Can identify some fiction and non-
fiction text features, but frequently 
has difficulty distinguishing between 
the two genres. 

Requires prompting and support to 
identify most fiction and non-fiction 
text features. 

Independently can identify most 
fiction and non-fiction text features 
and begins to identify how they can 
be used. 

Independently and consistently can 
identify most fiction and non-fiction 
text features, can identify how they 
can be used, and begins to apply this 
understanding to their work.  
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Reading: Informational Text 
 Identifies and uses various text features (headings, table of contents, captions) to locate facts or key information in a text 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

1     

 
2 

Unable to identify nonfiction text 
features 

Can identify some non-fiction text 
features, but often needs prompting 
and support 

Consistently can identify most non-
fiction text features 

Consistently can identify most non-
fiction text features and begins to 
identify how they can be used 

 
3 

Can identify some non-fiction text 
features, but often needs prompting 
and support 

Can identify most non-fiction text 
features, but is unsure as to how to 
use them 

Independently can identify most 
non-fiction text features and begins 
to identify how they can be used 

Independently and consistently 
identify most non-fiction text 
features, how they can be used, and 
begins to apply them 

Reading: Literature 
 Compares and contrasts characters in stories 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

1 Unable to compare and/or contrast 
characters or topics in leveled 
stories. 

Requires prompting and support to 
compare and/or contrast characters 
or topics in leveled stories 

Consistently can compare and/or 
contrast characters or topics in 
leveled stories. 

Independently and consistently can 
compare and/or contrast characters 
or topics in above grade level stories. 

2 Unable to compare and/or contrast 
characters or topics in leveled 
stories. 

Requires prompting and support to 
compare and/or contrast characters 
or topics in leveled stories. 

Consistently can compare and/or 
contrast characters or topics in 
leveled stories. 

Independently and consistently can 
compare and/or contrast characters 
or topics in above grade level stories. 

 
3 

Unable to compare and/or contrast 
characters or topics in leveled 
stories. 

Requires prompting and support to 
compare and/or contrast characters 
or topics in leveled stories. 

Independently and consistently can 
compare and/or contrast characters 
or topics in leveled stories. 

Independently and consistently can 
compare and contrast characters or 
topics in above grade level stories. 
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Reading: Informational Text 
 Identifies the reasons an author gives to support points in a text (evidence to support key ideas) 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

1     

2 Unable to identify the reasons an 
author gives to support points in a 
leveled text 

Requires prompting and support to 
identify the reasons an author gives 
to support points in a leveled text. 

Consistently can identify the reasons 
an author gives to support points in a 
leveled text. 

Independently and consistently can 
identify reasons an author gives to 
support points in a leveled text. 

 
3 

Unable to identify the reasons an 
author gives to support points in a 
leveled text. 

Requires prompting and support to 
identify the reasons an author gives 
to support points in a leveled text. 

Independently and consistently can 
identify reasons an author gives to 
support points in a leveled text. 

Independently and consistently can 
identify reasons an author gives to 
support points in above grade-level 
text. 

Reading: Informational Text 
 Identifies basic similarities in, and differences between, two texts on the same topic 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

1     

2 
 

Unable to compare and/contrast two 
texts on the same topic. 

Requires prompting and support to 
compare and contrast two texts on 
the same topic. 

Independently can compare and 
contrast two texts on the same topic. 

Independently and consistently can 
compare and contrast two or more 
texts on the same topic. 

 
3 

Unable to compare and/contrast two 
texts on the same topic. 

Requires prompting and support to 
compare and contrast two texts on 
the same topic. 

Independently and consistently can 
compare and contrast two text on 
the same topic. 

Independently and consistently can 
compare and contrast two or more 
texts using descriptive language. 
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Reading: Informational Text 
 Uses illustrations and text to ask and answer questions, describe connections, and identify main topics and key details 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Unable to ask and answer questions 
about grade level informational text. 

Requires prompting and support to 
ask and answer questions about 
grade level informational text. 

Independently can ask and answer 
questions about leveled 
informational texts. 

Independently and consistently can 
ask and answer questions about 
above grade level informational text. 

 
2 

Unable to ask and answer questions 
and identify main topics and key 
details within grade level 
informational text. 

Requires prompting and support to 
ask and answer questions and 
identify main topics and key details 
within grade level informational text. 

Consistently can ask and answer 
questions and identify main topics 
and key details within leveled 
informational text. 

Independently and consistently can 
ask and answer questions and 
identify main topics and key details 
within above level informational 
texts. 

 
3 

Unable to do two or more of the 
following within grade level texts: ask 
and answer questions, identify main 
topics and key details, and describe 
connections. 

Can ask and answer questions, 
identify main topics and key details, 
but is unable to describe connections 
(or any combination of skills 
mentioned) within a grade leve 
informational text. 

Consistently can ask and answer 
questions, identify main topics and 
key details, and describe connections 
within leveled informational text. 

Independently and consistently can 
ask and answer questions, identify 
main topics and key details, and 
describe connections within above 
grade level informational text. 

Writing 
 Writes complete sentences 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Unable to write complete sentences. Can join words together, but does 
not consistently write complete 
sentences. 

Can join words together to form 
simple sentences. 

Can join words together to form 
simple and more complex sentences. 

 
2 

Can join words together, but does 
not consistently write complete 
sentences. 

Can join words together to form 
simple sentences. 

Can join words together to form 
simple and more complex sentences. 

Can join words together to form 
simple and more complex sentences.  
Can produce some sentence variety. 

 
3 

Can join words together, but does 
not consistently write complete 
sentences. 

Can join words together, but requires 
prompting and support to form 
simple sentences. 

Independently and consistently can 
join words together to form simple 
and more complex complete 
sentences. 

Independently and consistently can 
join words together to form simple 
and more complex complete 
sentences.  Can produce sentence 
variety. 
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Writing 
 Uses appropriate capitalization and punctuations 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Unable to capitalize dates, names, 
and beginnings of sentences.  Unable 
to use proper punctuation. 

Is frequently inconsistent with 
capitalizing dates, names, and 
beginning of sentences.  Requires 
prompting and support to end 
sentences with proper punctuation. 

Makes few errors with capitalizing 
dates, names, and beginnings of 
sentences.  Consistently and 
independently ends sentences with 
proper punctuation. 

Consistently capitalizes dates, 
names, and beginnings of sentences.  
Independently and consistently ends 
sentences with periods. 

 
2 

Unable to capitalize dates, names, 
and beginnings of sentences.  Unable 
to use proper punctuation. 

Is frequently inconsistent with 
capitalizing dates, names, and 
beginnings of sentences.  Requires 
prompting and support to end 
sentences with proper punctuation. 

Makes few errors with capitalizing 
dates, names, and beginnings of 
sentences.  Independently ends 
sentences with proper punctuation. 

Consistently capitalizes dates, 
names, and beginnings of sentences.  
Consistently and independently uses 
correct end punctuation. 

 
3 

Unable to capitalize dates, names, 
and beginnings of sentences.  Unable 
to use proper punctuation. 

Is inconsistent with capitalizing 
dates, names, and beginnings of 
sentences.  Requires prompting and 
support to end sentences with 
proper punctuation. 

Makes few errors with capitalizing 
dates, names, and beginnings of 
sentences.  Independently and 
consistently uses correct end 
punctuation. 

Consistently capitalizes dates, 
names, and beginnings of complex 
sentences.  Independently and 
consistently uses correct end 
punctuation. 

Writing 
 Writes on topic and provides details within various writing genres 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Unable to provide details to support 
a topic. 

Requires prompting and support to 
provide 1-2 details to support a 
topic. 

Requires minimal prompting and 
support to provide details to support 
a topic. 

Independently and consistently can 
provide details to support a topic and 
provide a relevant conclusion. 

 
2 

Unable to provide details to support 
a topic. 

Requires prompting and support to 
provide 1-2 details to support a 
topic. 

Requires minimal prompting and 
support to provide details to support 
a topic. 

Independently and consistently can 
provide details to support a topic and 
provide a relevant conclusion. 

 
3 

Unable to provide details to support 
a topic. 

Requires prompting and support to 
provide more than 1-2 details to 
support a topic. 

Independently and consistently can 
provide details to support a topic. 

Independently and consistently can 
provide details to support a topic and 
provide a relevant conclusion. 



Grade 1 – English/Language Arts 
Report Card Performance Rubric 

 

 

 

 

Writing 
 Writes a variety of simple and compound sentences 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

1 Unable to write simple sentences. Requires prompting and support to 
write simple sentences. 

Independently can write simple 
sentences. 

Independently can write simple and 
compound sentences. 

 
2 

Unable to write simple sentences. Requires prompting and support to 
write simple and compound 
sentences. 

Independently can write simple and 
compound sentences. 

Independently and consistently can 
write simple and compound 
sentences and begins to vary 
sentence patterns. 

 
3 

Unable to write simple and 
compound sentences. 

Requires prompting and support to 
write simple and compound 
sentences or requires support to vary 
sentence patterns. 

Independently can write simple and 
compound sentences and begins to 
vary sentence patterns. 

Independently and consistently can 
write simple and compound 
sentences and can vary sentence 
patterns. 

Speaking and Listening 
 Participates in, and follows rules for, class discussions 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Does not participate in, and follow 
rules for, class discussions. 

Demonstrates limited participation in 
class discussions.  Demonstrates 
some inconsistencies with following 
rules for class discussions. 

Consistently participates in, and 
follows rules for, class discussions. 

Consistently participates in, and 
follows rules for, class discussions.  
Asks questions to clear up any 
confusion about the topics under 
discussion. 

 
2 

Does not participate in, and follow 
rules for, class discussions.  Does not 
ask questions for clarification. 

Demonstrates participation in class 
discussions.  Demonstrates some 
inconsistencies with following rules 
for discussions and/or does not ask 
questions for clarification. 

Consistently participates in, and 
follows rules for, class discussions.  
Asks questions to clear up any 
confusion about the topics under 
discussion. 

Consistently participates in, and 
follows rules for, class discussions.  
Asks questions to clear up any 
confusion about the topics under 
discussion. 

 
3 

Does not participate in, and/or 
follow rules for, class discussions.  
Does not ask questions for 
clarification. 

Demonstrates participation in class 
discussions.  Demonstrates some 
inconsistencies with following rules 
for discussions and/or does not ask 
questions for clarification. 

Consistently participates in, and 
follows rules for, class discussions.  
Asks questions to clear up any 
confusion about the topics under 
discussion.  Responds appropriately 
to others’ talk in class conversations. 

Consistently participates in, and 
follows rules for, class discussions.  
Asks questions to clear up any 
confusion about the topics under 
discussion.  Responds appropriately 
to others’ talk in class conversations.  
Input frequently enhances the class 
discussion. 



Grade 1 – English/Language Arts 
Report Card Performance Rubric 

 

 

 

 

 

Speaking and Listening 
 Expresses ideas and feelings clearly 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Does not express ideas and feelings 
clearly. 

Demonstrates limited expression of 
ideas and feelings. 

Consistently expresses ideas and 
feelings clearly. 

Consistently expresses ideas and 
feelings clearly.  Responds 
appropriately to others’ expression 
of ideas and feelings. 

 
2 

Does not express ideas and feelings 
clearly. 

Requires prompting and support to 
express ideas and feelings clearly. 

Consistently expresses ideas and 
feelings clearly.  Responds 
appropriately to others’ expression 
of ideas and feelings. 

Consistently expresses ideas and 
feelings clearly.  Responds 
appropriately to, and values, others’ 
expression of ideas and feelings. 

 
3 

Does not express ideas and feelings 
clearly or does not respond 
appropriately to others’ expression 
of ideas and feelings. 

Requires prompting and support to 
express ideas and feelings clearly or 
to value other’ expression of ideas 
and feelings. 

Consistently expresses ideas and 
feelings clearly.  Responds 
appropriately to others’ expression 
of ideas and feelings. 

Consistently expresses ideas and 
feelings clearly.  Responds 
appropriately to, and values, others’ 
expression of ideas and feelings. 

Language 
 Prints all upper and lowercase letters 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Unable to print many uppercase 
letters or many lowercase letters. 

Requires prompting and support to 
print all uppercase letters or all 
lowercase letters. 

Consistently can print all uppercase 
letters and all lowercase letters. 

Consistently and independently can 
print all uppercase letters and all 
lowercase letters. 

 
2 

Unable to print many uppercase 
letters or many lowercase letters. 

Requires prompting and support to 
print all uppercase letters or all 
lowercase letters. 

Consistently can print all uppercase 
letters and all lowercase letters. 

Consistently and independently can 
print all uppercase letters and all 
lowercase letters. 

 
3 

Unable to print all uppercase letters 
and all lowercase letters. 

Requires prompting and support to 
print all uppercase letters or all 
lowercase letters. 

Consistently can print all uppercase 
letters and all lowercase letters. 

Consistently and independently can 
print all uppercase letters and all 
lowercase letters. 



Grade 1 – English/Language Arts 
Report Card Performance Rubric 

 

 

Language 
 Applies spelling conventions when writing (spelling patterns, spells unknown words phonetically) 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

 
1 

Unable to use learned spelling skills. 
Does not correctly match sounds to 
letters – inventive spelling is not 
recognizable. 

Uses some learned spelling skills. 
With teacher prompting and support, 
can match many sounds to letters – 
inventive spelling is mostly 
recognizable. 

Uses learned spelling skills. 
Occasional errors may occur. Can 
independently match almost all 
heard sounds to letters – inventive 
spelling is mostly recognizable 

Uses all learned spelling skills, applies 
learned skills to new words, and 
spells at a more advanced level 
(challenge words). Can 
independently match almost all 
heard sounds to letters (including 
blends, vowels, and digraphs) – 
inventive spelling is recognizable 

 
2 

Unable to use learned spelling skills. 
Does not correctly match sounds to 
letters – inventive spelling is not 
recognizable. 

Uses some learned spelling skills. 
With teacher prompting and support, 
can match many sounds to letters – 
inventive spelling is mostly 
recognizable. 

Uses learned spelling skills. 
Occasional errors may occur. Can 
independently match almost all 
heard sounds to letters – inventive 
spelling is mostly recognizable. 

Uses all learned spelling skills, applies 
learned skills to new words, and 
spells at a more advanced level 
(challenge words). Can 
independently match almost all 
heard sounds to letters (including 
blends, vowels, and digraphs) – 
inventive spelling is recognizable. 

Language 
 Uses correct grammar 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

1 Unable to demonstrate command of 
the conventions of standard English 
grammar when speaking. 

Requires prompting and support to 
demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
grammar when speaking. 

Consistently demonstrates command 
of the conventions of standard 
English grammar when speaking. 

Consistently demonstrates command 
of the conventions of standard 
English grammar when speaking and 
writing. 

 
2 

Unable to demonstrate command of 
the conventions of standard English 
grammar when speaking. 

Requires prompting and support to 
demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
grammar when speaking. 

Consistently demonstrates command 
of the conventions of standard 
English grammar when speaking. 

Consistently demonstrates command 
of the conventions of standard 
English grammar when speaking and 
writing. 

 
3 

Unable to demonstrate command of 
the conventions of standard English 
grammar when speaking and writing. 

Requires prompting and support to 
demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
grammar when speaking and writing. 

Consistently demonstrates command 
of the conventions of standard 
English grammar when speaking and 
writing. 

Consistently demonstrates command 
of the conventions of standard 
English grammar when speaking and 
writing.  Applies understanding to 
more complex sentences. 
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Report Card Performance Rubric 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
3 

Unable to use learned spelling skills. 
Does not correctly match sounds to 
letters – inventive spelling is not 
recognizable. 

Uses some learned spelling skills. 
With teacher prompting and support, 
can match many sounds to letters – 
inventive spelling is mostly 
recognizable 

Uses learned spelling skills. 
Occasional errors may occur. Can 
independently match almost all 
heard sounds to letters (including 
blends, vowels, and digraphs) – 
inventive spelling is recognizable. 

Uses all learned spelling skills, applies 
learned skills to new words, and 
spells at a more advanced level 
(challenge words). Spells most words 
correctly - inventive spelling is still 
used at times for more challenging 
words. 

Language 
 Demonstrates understanding of grade level grammar concepts (nouns, adjectives, verbs, pronouns) 

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds 

1     

 
2 

Unable to demonstrate command of 
grade level grammar concepts. 

Requires prompting and support to 
demonstrate command of grade 
level grammar concepts.  
Demonstrates difficulty with one or 
more of the following concepts 
currently being taught: nouns, 
adjectives, verbs, pronouns. 

Consistently demonstrates 
understanding of grade level 
grammar concepts. 

Consistently demonstrates command 
of grade level grammar concepts.  
Applies understanding to more 
complex sentences. 

 
3 

Unable to demonstrate command of 
grade level grammar concepts. 

Requires prompting and support to 
demonstrate command of grade 
level grammar concepts.   
Demonstrates difficulty with one or 
two of the following concepts 
currently being taught: nouns, 
adjectives, verbs, pronouns 

Consistently demonstrates 
understanding of grade level 
grammar concepts – nouns, 
adjectives, verbs, and pronouns. 

Consistently demonstrates 
understanding of grade level 
grammar concepts.  Applies 
understanding to more complex 
sentences. 


